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Advent 2011 - The Story in Six Acts 
 

1st Act - God  
Genesis 1:1- “In the Beginning God” 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Every story has a beginning, and this Story begins with God.  God − the utterance of the word 
conjures up various images.  Who is God?  Is the noun representative of a pure idea, an 
ethereal being with no tangible expression?  How is this God known?  Is He singular or in 
company with other “gods?”  Is He a He or a She?  Is this God limited or limitless?  Is this God 
to be worshipped or feared or both?  This study explores the God openly revealed in the text 
of Holy Writ.  There is no loftier thought or central idea than God.  The struggle in beginning 
the Story with God is to see Him apart from His creation.  Our difficulty is recognizing how 
creation exists so that we might come to know the eternal and infinite God through this 
temporal and finite vehicle.  This task alone is already daunting.  What is God apart from His 
creation?  This idea is our meditation. 
 
As I study holy writ and what is revealed to me through the text, I find it impossible not to be 
overwhelmed and perhaps overcome by the sheer magnitude of who God is in the revelation 
of the Bible.  Yet God is far more than what we are given to know of Him.  He is 
unfathomable.  He is immeasurable.  He is without outside limitations.  How can a finite 
vessel of clay comprehend the incomprehensible God?  Is the vastness of our universe capable 
of containing God?  I think not. 
 
God is knowable through His actions (i.e. creation/general revelation) and His words (i.e. 
Bible/special revelation).  Both are expressions of who God is and what He does.  General 
revelation is the storybook.  It communicates His eternal power and Godhead (Rom. 1).  In so 
doing, His handiwork and thus His glory are seen (Psalm 19:1).  Such knowledge given by 
general revelation is just that ― general or broad.  It is non-specific.  It is very generic.  Special 
revelation on the other hand is specific, exact and intimate.  It is the storyline.  It is 
relationship oriented.  Though I cannot know God exhaustively, it does not mean I cannot 
know Him personally or intimately.  Special revelation enables me to know my God.  General 
revelation provides a subjective measurement of God.  Special revelation is objective and 
absolute in as far as it reveals God.  God acts and speaks.  He works in such a way as to be 
understood by that which He creates.  Through communication He causes a relationship 
whereby the created benefits and He is glorified.   
 
Who is this God that is so passionate about us and His glory?  He is described in the Scripture 
as self-existing, eternal, unchanging, perfect, all powerful, all knowing, always present, and 
infinite.  Such qualities of being do not exist in the created.  The vastness of God cannot be 
contained by created vessels. 
 
Each of these attributes are worthy of our fullest attention.  We will consider each in the 
exploration of God.  There are fuller readings, but even these are only singular blades of grass 
in vast fields of grain.  The language of immeasurable is used by God to describe His promises 
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of multiplying future generations as, “The stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 
seashore” (Gen. 22:17).  Yet because the stars and sand are created, they are by nature finite 
and thus capable of being numbered.  Only God exists outside of numbering.  We must shut 
out the sounds of creation and simply listen to the immensity of God.  We must slow down so 
that we might know Him.  We seek to describe God through “shadow.”  All illustrations come 
out of creation, yet in the absence of the created there is only God.  How might we go about 
describing only God when the only vehicle of knowing God comes after God?  
 
God Himself and alone has written a Story, the Story whereby He makes known to that which 
He creates who He is and what He does.  This revelation/unveiling of His person and work 
enables His people to know Him.   The relationship between God and man is one of gracious 
condescension.  He has written each part with the intent of reflecting the glory of His being.  
His people are the beneficiaries of this pursuit.  Their quest is to seek God in the self-disclosure 
of His person as they are explained in His attributes and reflected in His work.  The attributes 
of God are those qualities whereby He is known.  An attribute is a quality or element noted by 
others whereby someone or something is known and identified.  In considering the attributes 
of God, I would like to make five initial observations.   
 

• First, the attributes have an objective existence.  We do not give God these attributes.  
They are inherent within the very make-up of who God is and what it means to be God.   

• Second, the attributes exist in the divine essence.  We speak of the simplicity of God in 
that He cannot be cut up or compartmentalized.  In seeking to understand who God is 
through a study of His attributes it is important to keep in mind that God is more than 
the sum total of His attributes.   

• Third, the attributes manifest the divine essence.  The essence of God is revealed and 
knowable only through the attributes.  If we are to know God, it will be through His 
attributes.   

• Fourth, the attributes are qualities of the entire Godhead.  The tri-unity of God affirms 
there is one God manifested in three persons.  The nature of God is indivisible although 
distinctly expressed in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit.  When discussing the attributes of God, what is true of the Father is equally true 
of the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

• Fifth, the attributes are permanent qualities.  They cannot be gained or lost.  They are 
intrinsic to His existence.    

 
As one studies the Scripture, it becomes clear that there is no God like the God of the Bible.  
Consider the following verses: 
 

“Then he said, ‘Tomorrow.’ So he said, ‘May it be according to your word, that you may 
know that there is no one like the LORD our God’” (Exod. 8:10; 9:14; 15:11).   
 
“Indeed their rock is not like our Rock, Even our enemies themselves judge this.” 
(Deut. 32:31; 33:26). 
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“To whom then will you liken Me that I would be his equal?" says the Holy One” 
(Isa. 40:25; 46:9). 
 

Friend, there is none like our God . . . none.  When Christ is absolutely everything, then Christ 
alone is absolutely enough.  The following attributes exist only in God.  These attributes are 
often called the incommunicable attributes of God.  They are what “make” God, God.   
 
First, God is Self-Existing.  Notice the following passage speaking to this idea.  
 

14 “God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM 
has sent me to you.'" 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'The 
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me 
to you.' This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations” (Exod. 3:14, 15). 

 
When speaking of Himself, God identifies Himself to Moses by the name, “I AM.”  God uses a 
verb of being to speak of His existence.  What I find fascinating is what He then says in verse 
15.  Not only am I the God who is, but I cut covenants and keep promises.  The ‘I AM’ is 
engaged and involved.  “It is one of the most famous verses in the Torah. ‘I AM’ is one of the 
seven names of God accorded special care by medieval Jewish tradition.”1  

 
Jesus would use this same name/title in John 8. 
 

58 “Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am." 59 Therefore they 
picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple” (John 8:58, 59). 

 
Those present clearly understood His statement and perceived it as blasphemy.  What I find 
captivating is how our Lord not only identifies Himself by the name of God, but also speaks of 
Himself as the fulfillment of promise. 
 

“Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you will die in 
your sins” (John 8:24). 
 
“So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on 
My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me” (John 8:28). 
 
“From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I 
am He” (John 13:19). 
 
“So when He said to them, "I am He," they drew back and fell to the ground” (John 18:6). 

 
He is the God who cuts covenants and keeps promises.  Listen to how the author of Hebrews 
captures this idea in Hebrews 13:8. 
 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb. 13:8). 

 
In the absence of creation, God was and continues to be completely satisfied within Himself.  
“During a past eternity, God was alone: self-contained, self-sufficient, self-satisfied; in need of 
nothing.”2  He needs nothing for His own eternal existence.  He has never been alone or 
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lonely.  Within the Godhead proper, there is an all encompassing pleasure with Himself.  It is 
the eternal self-satisfaction within the Trinity that moves God to create those with whom He 
can share this internal joy and rest.  Humanity is designed with the purpose and capacity to 
enjoy God’s company and presence forever.  We are created with need and dependency and 
both are fully and finally met in God.  God’s essence marks His motive in writing the Story.   
God needs nothing outside of Himself to be contented.  Thus,  
 

God does not need us or the rest of creation for anything, yet we and the rest of creation 
can glorify him and bring him joy.3 
 
God exists of himself, that is to say, not from another or of another or by another or by 
reason of another.4 

 
God is the source or ground of His own existence.  God's existence is wholly in Himself.  He is 
totally uncaused and independent of all things external to Himself.  He derives His being from 
none, but gives being or essence to all (Job 41:11).  Because of being life He is the only one who 
can give life. 
 

“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He 
wishes” (John 5:21). 
 
“For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world” (John 6:33). 
 
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and are life ” (John 6:63, cf. 2 Cor. 3:6). 
 
“I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the 
good confession before Pontius Pilate” (1 Tim. 6:13). 

 
It is for this reason the Scripture speaks of everything as coming from God, sustained by God, 
and for God (Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16-17). 
 

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 
11:36). 
 
“yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him” ( 1 Cor. 8:6). 
 
16 “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 

He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (Col. 1:16, 17). 

 
1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men” ( John 1:1-4). 

 
John’s Gospel uses the word “life” in 32 verses.  In every occurrence, it is a life possessed by 
God and given to those who believe.  God generates life.  Our life, our existence, flows from 
His self-existence.  Although the listing is long I’ve included the following verses for the 
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purpose of enabling you to read through it.  Read the list and see the “life of God” for the 
“salvation of man.” 
 

“ In him was life; and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). 
 
“That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:15, see also John 3;16, 36; 
4:14, 36; 5:24, 26, 29). 
 
39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 40 

And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life” (John 5:39, 40). 
 
“Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed” (John 6:27, see further John 6:33, 35, 40, 
47, 48, 51, 53, 54; 6:63 and 68). 
 
“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
 
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and 

that they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10, see also John 10:28; 11:25; 12:25, and 50). 
 
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”  
(John 14:6, see also John 17:2, 3). 
 
“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 

might have life through his name” (John 20:31). 

 
However else we might handle the sacred text, let us acknowledge mystery and paradox.  
How can we comprehend Jesus, in whom life generates, dying?  How might we fathom the 
humanity of God within His self-existence?  Let us acknowledge our inability before such 
mystery.  Let us worship the One who gave language and experience so that finite humanity 
might come to know the infinite God.  Think about this.  Nothing else outside of God can 
make such a boast or claim.   
 
Second, God is Eternal. 
 
Have you ever wondered what was before God?  I remember wondering this as a small child.  
As far back as I could go in thinking about the eternal past, God would be there.  I often 
wondered what was before God.  The answer is God!  There was never a time when God was 
not.  God is without origin.  Nothing begat God . . . nothing!  This is a truth that cannot be fully 
grasped by finite minds.  It is here where the life-in-Himself attribute and the idea of eternality 
logically blend.     
 
Everything we know has sequence.  Everything we know is controlled by time and space.  
Timeless existence has never been experienced by anyone presently living.  Everything is 
confined by the idea of time.  “Time passes, time flies, and time is up,” but with God such 
notions do not exist.  On this idea, C.S. Lewis offers these thoughts:  
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Almost certainly God is not in Time.  His life does not consist of moments following one 
another.  Every other moment from the beginning of the world – is always the Present 
for Him.  God has no history.  He is too completely and utterly real to have one.5 

 
God is the cause or author of time, and His existence cannot be measured by time.  “Time is 
the duration of the creature.”6 He is above all temporal limitations and is without beginning or 
ending.  He is neither controlled nor affected by time.  The past, present and future of His 
existence is possessed in one undivided present.  Think about this; there is no past or future 
with God, only an eternal present.  Time is created and creaturely.  God is outside of the time, 
space, mass realm.  Yet God is not bound by time, space, or mass.  He can and does break into 
creation for the creature.   
 
The Scriptural basis supporting this fundamental idea can be seen when comparing Genesis 
1:1 with John 1:1-3. 
 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). 

 
1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.   2 He was in 
the beginning with God.   3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came 
into being that has come into being” (John 1:1-3). 

 
John’s intent is to show how Jesus is the creating God of Genesis 1:1.  Throughout biblical 
revelation, the existence of God is an assumed truth.  He who is from and in the beginning is 
the same spoken of in John 1:1-3.  Jesus Christ is eternal.  His existence is not only independent 
of all outside aspects but His existence has always been and will forever be.  The Psalms also 
speak of God’s eternality.  Psalm 90 speaks of God preceding creation and of being “from 
everlasting to everlasting.” 
 

1 “Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born or You 
gave birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Ps. 90:1, 2). 

 
From eternity past, into the immediate present, and reaching beyond eternity future, God has 
been, is, and will forever be.  When compared to man’s mortal origin, God “abides forever” 
(Ps. 102:11, 12). 
 
John captures God’s eternality with the statement, “I am the Alpha and the Omega” (Rev. 1:8; 
21:6; 22:13). 
 

“’I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty’” (Rev. 1:8). 
 
“Then He said to me, ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to 
the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost’” (Rev. 21:6). 
 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev. 22:13). 

 
Can we not hear the voice of the Old Testament pictured completed in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ?  Listen to how the prophet Isaiah speaks to this idea. 
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10 “’You are My witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘And My servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know 
and believe Me And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none 
after Me. 11 I, even I, am the LORD, And there is no savior besides Me. 12 It is I who have declared and saved 
and proclaimed, And there was no strange god among you; So you are My witnesses,’ declares the LORD, 
‘And I am God. 13 Even from eternity I am He, And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; I act and 

who can reverse it?’” (Isa. 43:10-13). 
 

4 “Who has performed and accomplished it, Calling forth the generations from the beginning? ‘I, the LORD, 

am the first, and with the last. I am He.’ 5 The coastlands have seen and are afraid; The ends of the earth 
tremble; They have drawn near and have come” (Isa. 41:4, 5). 

 
It stands to reason the King eternal (1 Tim. 1:17) would have a power that is equally eternal 
(Rom. 1:20) with a dominion that is eternal (1 Tim. 6:16; 2 Pet. 1:11) and who will have an 
eternal glory (2 Tim. 2:10).  It is this eternal God who grants eternal life to His creatures (Heb. 
5:9).  Again, what response other than worship can we offer? 
 
Third, God is unchanging. 
 

“For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed” (Mal. 3:6). 
 
13 “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by 
Himself, 14 saying, "I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU." 15 And so, 
having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. 16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, and 
with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, desiring 
even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an 
oath, 18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken 
refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us” (Heb. 6:13-18). 
 
“Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow” ( James 1:17). 

 
Everything changes.  Everyone changes.  Nothing stays the same; even heaven changes.  When 
time stops, change will continue to happen.  Yet there is only one thing or person that has not 
nor will ever change, and that is God.  God never changes.  Even with the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ, God did not change.  When God became man, a human nature was added, but God 
never changed. 
 
Like the other attributes of God that are described as incommunicable, this one is equally 
difficult to completely understand.  Everything about us changes. “Time,” we note, “marches 
on.” 
 
Earlier we saw how God, as eternal and self-existing, operates outside of time.  He has no 
necessary connection to it.  It is not the absence of time that causes “immutability” 
(unchanging).  It is the very nature of God that makes Him immutable.  “Not only does God 
not change, but it is also impossible for Him to change.”7  Only God is unchanging.  God is 
constant.  There is in God no variable. 
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Fourth, God is perfect.  
 
Perfection speaks of fullness.  There is no want in perfection.  Often our tendency is to describe 
finite man and events as perfect.  We speak of a perfect performance in various sporting 
activities or a perfect 10 in gymnastics, yet ultimate perfection is only possible with God.  A 
common definition of something being perfect is “being complete of its kind and without 
defect or blemish.”8  Creaturely perfection is comparative to creaturely people and events, but 
perfection as it exists in God is only definable by God.  There is no other standard to which 
God can be compared other than Himself.  “Nothing can be conceived to be more perfect than 
divine perfection.”9  His perfection exists objectively in His own essence.  God is complete in 
Himself.  He is all that God ought to be.  He lacks nothing.  He falls short in nothing.  In God, 
His perfection speaks of His wholeness or complete integrity or lack of any flaw.  Yet does the Bible 
support such thinking as it relates to God? 
 
The perfection of God can be noted in John’s statements that God is light and in Him there is 
no darkness at all. 
 

“This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there 
is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). 

 
“Light and darkness are used in the Bible to contrast the difference between good and evil. 
Moral qualities and characteristics of all categories would be included in this vast spectrum.”10  
All that is God is light, and all that is not God falls in the non-light category until God makes it 
light.  He is what makes light “light” (John 1:4-9; 8:12; 9:5).  All creaturely perfection is simply 
an imperfect reflection of His perfection.  He is what causes or makes all darkness light and all 
imperfection perfect.  The works of God are described as perfect.  Such consequences can only 
come from one who is the embodiment of perfection.  Listen to the testimony of Scripture. 
 

“The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is He” (Deut. 32:4). 
 
“The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple” (Ps. 19:7). 
 
“O LORD, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will give thanks to Your name; For You have worked 
wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness” (Isa. 25:1). 
 
“And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man whom 
you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of you all” (Acts 3:16). 
 
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:2). 
 
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the 
day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). 
 
“Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His 
perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life” (1 Tim. 1:16). 
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It is before the perfect God that imperfect creatures worship. 
 
Fifth, God is all-powerful (omnipotent). 
 

“for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes” (Matt. 7:29). 
 
“But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" --then He said to the 
paralytic, ‘Get up, pick up your bed and go home’” (Matt. 9:6). 
 
“Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 
to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness” (Matt. 10:1). 
 
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth” (Matt. 28:18). 
 
“No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, 

and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father” (John 10:18). 
 
“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those which exist are established by God” (Rom. 13:1). 
  
20 “which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And He put all things in subjection under His feet, 
and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in 
all” (Eph. 1:20-23). 
 
“and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority” (Col. 2:10). 
 
“to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, 
before all time and now and forever. Amen” (Jude 25). 
 
“AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE 
BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father” (Rev. 2:27). 
 
“Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our 

God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren has been thrown down, he 
who accuses them before our God day and night” (Rev. 12:10). 

 
Omnipotence is a compound word coming from the Latin meaning “all-power.”  This is the 
first of three “omni” words (omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent).  By this we mean that 
God's power is exhaustless and inclusive.  Nothing can increase, decrease nor escape His 
power.      
 
God alone is completely contented and satisfied.  None of His desires are ever left unfulfilled.  
All that He wills happens.  “The omnipotence of God is that by which he is able to affect all 
things which he wills or could will.”11  Nothing can stop Him from fulfilling that which He 
desires.  There is complete harmony between His willing and the fulfillment of it.  “All the 
power required to do all that He wills to do lies in undiminished fullness in His own infinite 
being.”12  Such thinking escapes our ability to wrap our minds around.  Throughout the Bible, 
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only God is referred to as Almighty.  We will read only two of the many occurrences (Gen. 17:1; 
35:11; 48:3; Exod. 6:3). 
 

“Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God 
Almighty; Walk before me, and be blameless’” (Gen. 17:1; 35:11; 48:3).  
 
“And I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, LORD, I did not 
make Myself known to them” (Exod. 6:3). 

 
To think an all powerful Creator seeks to communicate with a powerless creature is really 
beyond man to lay hold of.  “Omnipotence is not a name given to the sum of all power, but an 
attribute of a personal God whom we Christians believe to be the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and of all who believe on Him to life eternal.”13   
 
Sixth, God is all-knowing (omniscient).  
 

4 “Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O LORD, You know it all. 5 You have enclosed me 
behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too 
high, I cannot attain to it. 7  Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I 
ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of 
the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right 
hand will lay hold of me. 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me 
will be night," 12 Even the darkness is not dark to You, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness 

and light are alike to You. 13 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb” (Ps. 
139:4-13). 

 
Omniscience is a Latin word meaning “all knowing.”  When speaking of His omniscience we 
mean God's knowledge includes all things past, present, and future (Isa. 46:9-11).  God sees 
everything in one panoramic, instantaneous moment, immediately and simultaneously. God 
knows what would have happened should He have allowed such an event to have taken place, 
whether actual or possible (1 Sam 23:11, 12; Matt 11:21, 23).  It is truly impossible for finite man 
to process the enormity of omniscience.  God lives in an eternal now.  “He does not access 
information about things, as a computer might retrieve a file; all his knowledge is always 
immediately and directly before his mind.”14  Part of the problem is resolved when God is 
placed outside of time as known by His creatures.  “Almost certainly God is not in Time.  His 
life does not consist of moments following one another.”15   
 
God knows everything, not because He is there, but because He is God.  “He knows each 
thing, both in itself and in relation to all other things, because he created it, sustains it, and 
now makes it function every moment according to his plan for it.”16   
 
Seventh, God is all-present (omnipresent).  
 
God’s omnipresence means “God is everywhere, at the same time, in the fullness of His 
being.”  What is meant by God’s omnipresence?  Let us begin by noting two passages 
communicating the idea of omnipresence. 
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“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You, 
how much less this house which I have built!” (1 Kings 8:27). 

 
7 “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, You 
are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in 
the remotest part of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of 
me” (Ps. 139:7-10). 

 
The idea of God’s omnipresence has significance as it relates to His ascendancy 
(transcendence) and His nearness (imminence).   God is transcendent in His majesty.  This 
means He is above and apart from His creation.  Yet, He is imminent.  This means He is 
intimately involved with His creation.  This is the idea of “Emmanuel, God with us” (Isa. 7:14; 
8:8; Matt 1:23).  God is everywhere at the same time in the fullness of His being.  “In His 
infinitude He surrounds the finite creation and contains it.  There is no place beyond Him for 
anything to be.”17   
 
Eighth, God is infinite.  
 
What does it mean when we say, “God is infinite?”  Simply put, it means that He is without 
outside limitations.  He is not restricted or bound by creation (time-space-mass).  “God is 
infinite because he is beyond any limitation of essence (Cf. Psalm 139:8).”18  He has only the 
self-imposed limits of His nature and His work.  “Properly, the word can be used of no created 
thing, and of no one but God.  Hence, to argue about whether or not space is infinite is to play 
with words.  Infinitude can belong to but One.  There can be no second.  When we say that 
God is infinite we mean that He knows no bounds.  Whatever God is and all that God is, He is 
without limit.”19   
 
The infinitude of God overlaps with the quality of incomprehensible.  Because God is infinite, 
He is by consequence incomprehensible.  God is so boundless and vast that finite humanity 
cannot begin to comprehend the richness of just who God is. 
 
When Job spoke of God, he used words that are suitable only for God. 
 

“Who does great things, unfathomable, And wondrous works without number” (Job 9:10). 

 
Paul, likewise, in trying to comprehend the vastness of God’s redemptive purpose gives us 
this doxological outburst. 
 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways!” (Rom. 11:33). 

 
Paul grasped for words to describe the infinitude of God.  His selection accented the 
abundance of God. If God is so vast and measureless, how are we to know Him?  It is the very 
nature of God that makes Him an eternal study.  Yet, His sufficiency stands in stark contrast to 
our inability.  All that He is, answers fully to all that we need.  Because He is without outside 
limitations, all that we need is to be found in Him (Eph. 1:3).   
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It is only as we fall in love with what He is in His person that we can begin to rest from our 
labor.  Not only is He enough for the life to come, but He is equally and sufficiently enough in 
this life.  Not only can we look to Him for our eternal rest, but we can equally look to Him for 
our immediate rest. 
 
He is the one unchanging constant that exists, and it is only as we look to Him and place 
ourselves fully in Him that we can cease from our effort. 
 
It is in the context of His infinitude that we stand stunned by the simple panoramic view of 
unparalleled beauty and unfathomable mystery.  What is a fitting response to a study of God?   
 

• Listen to how Isaiah the prophet describes his encounter with the hem of God’s 
garment. 

 
1 “In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of 

His robe filling the temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 4 And the foundations of the 
thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I 
said, "Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean 
lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts” (Isa. 6:1-5). 

 

• Listen to how the apostle John describes his encounter with the vision of God. 
 

8 “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at 
the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 But he *said to me, "Do not do that. I am a fellow servant 
of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God” 
(Rev. 22:8, 9). 

 

• Listen to how the apostle Peter describes his encounter with the living God. 
 

6 “When they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; 7 so they 
signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come and help them. And they came and filled both of 
the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Go 

away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” (Luke 5:6-8). 

 

• Listen to how Job summarizes his encounter with the whisper of God’s voice. 
 

1 “Then Job answered the LORD and said, 2 ‘I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours 
can be thwarted. 3 Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?' Therefore I have declared that which I 
did not understand, Things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.’ 4 Hear, now, and I will speak; I will 
ask You, and You instruct me. 5 ‘I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; But now my eye sees You; 6 
Therefore I retract, And I repent in dust and ashes’” ( Job 42:1-5). 

 
I ask you, “What will your response be?”  What are we in the face of such glory?  Worship in 
the only fitting response to God.  It is true, some within the created order currently rebel 
against Him and refuse His gift of pardon and adoption, yet even the rebel will one day 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11).  O friend, let the 
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enormity of God wash over your mind and emotion.  Choose Him today.  May today find you 
thinking on Him.  May such thoughts of Him cause you to love Him and worship Him anew. 
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